
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, October 11, 2015, AM 
Message: “Will a Man Rob God?”—Malachi 3:8 (7-15) 
 
INTORDUCTION: A thought provoking question, Will a man rob God?  The accusation is against 
the people of God.  Their response, how have we robbed God?   The answer, in tithes and 
offerings.   
 
I.  Giving is a sign of our relationship with God.—v. 7-8 
 A.  Giving is a matter of obedience. 
  1.  The tithe is the Lord’s.—Lev. 27:30-33 
   a.  The tithe was set apart for the Lord. 
   b.  The tithe was not to be changed.—v. 32-33. 
  2.  Every 3rd year there was a tithe for the poor.—Deut. 14:28-29 (22-29) 
  3.  In additions to the tithe there were offerings (freewill offerings). 
 B.  The Jews brought the tithe to the temple for the provision of the priest.—v. 10 
  1.  Priest had no inheritance in the land. 
  2.  Nehemiah had the people bring the tithes to the storehouse. 

           —Nehemiah 13:4-5 
 C.  The tithe was given to God first. 
  1.  It was in recognition that all belongs to God. 
  2.  God is to be first in all of life. 
 
II.  There is a blessing  assigned to honoring God with our finances.—v. 10 
 A.  Prove God in the matter of giving. 
 B.  The promise is stated in Prov. 3:9-10 
  1.  God will pour out a blessing on those who tithe.—v. 10, b 
  2.  God will hold back the destruction.—v. 11 
 
III.  The standard in the OT was the tithe, should grace be any less? 
 A.  Jesus sanction the tithe.—Matt. 23:23 
 B.  New Testament giving: 
  1.  Based on an understanding of Christ sacrifice for us.—II Cor. 8:9 
  2.  Should come from a willing and joyful heart.—II Cor. 8:12; 9:7 

3.  Should be regular and in accordance with the blessing of God.—I Cor. 16:2 
4.  The giver and the receiver are to give thanks to God.—II Cor. 9:10-15 
5.  Giving is private, between the individual and God.—Matt. 6:1-4 

 
CONCLUSION:  In the OT the first fruits and the tithe belonged to God.  It was based on the law.  
NT giving is anchored in grace.  The more we understand what God has done for us the more 
generous we will be. We give based on what God has given and God gives based on what we 
give.—Mal. 3:10; Prov. 3:9-10; II Cor.  9:6-8  


